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Synopsis

Regional integration, mass migration and the development of transnational organizations are just
some of the factors challenging the traditional definitions of citizenship. In this important new book,
Rainer Baubock argues that citizenship rights will have to extend beyond nationality and state
territory if liberal democracies are to remain true to their own principles of inclusive membership and
equal basic rights. In Transnational Citizenship theoretical discussion of the definition and extension
of citizenship rights is combined with comparative policy analysis on rules of naturalization and
expatriation in liberal democratic states. An important distinction is drawn between nominal
citizenship, which refers to the legal status of membership, and substantial citizenship, which
concerns the distribution of basic rights in a state. Three areas where states can become more
open to the acceptance of migrants as citizens are suggested: naturalization, the extension of
citizenship rights to non-citizens and the admission of immigrants. Although the author still regards
citizenship in terms of membership of territorially bounded states, he argues that it can no longer be
defined by the model of national communities. In exploring what it means to accept migrants as
members of liberal democracies, Rainer Baubock has made a singular contribution to our
understanding of citizenship and the right to migration. Innovative without being utopian, this
important book will be welcomed by political and sociological theorists, migration researchers and

lawyers concerned with issues of migration and naturalization.
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Customer Reviews



"This is a provocative and timely book. . .’ -- Robert Miles, International Affairs "Baubock’s
commitment to the power of rational argument is impressive, his scholarship exemplary. Even those
who disagree with his conclusion will find this a valuable, perhaps indispensable, contribution to the
debate over an issue of undeniable gravity.” -- Gary P. Freeman, Journal of Public Policy "‘Baubock’s
work makes a substantial contribution to the understanding of citizenship.” -- Montserrat Guibernau,
Democratization “Transnational Citizenship is an excellent contribution of importance to general
debates about the evolution of citizenship in Europe. Rainer Baubock draws on a comprehensive
range of sources to advance careful and convincing arguments which will be of interest to political
philosophers, sociologists and students of ethnic relations.’” -- Robin Cohen, University of Warwick,
UK

Rainer Baubock, European University Institute, ltaly
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